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BALTIMORE SUN

Bonn spies’ impact
described as ‘grave’

By Henry Trewhitt
Washington Bureau of The Sun
WASHINGTON — American spe-
elalists judged yesterday that the lat-
est spy scandal in West Germany
had shattered that country's coun-
terespionage efforts and caused less-
ér — but still grave — damage to
NATO intelligence efforts and those
of the United States,
" George A. Carver Jr., a former

deputy director of central intelli-

nce, e eflect on West Ger-

many's counters; would

be “enormous.” ’F'ﬁe consequences
il

miti-
ated somewhat, he added, by the

fragmentation_built into the West
y. the administration was

silent on the unfolding scandal. But
a U.S. diplomat, saying his was the
prevailing view, called the damage
“grave,” and said that Hans Joachim
Tiedge, a senior West German coun-
terintelligence official who defected

to East Germany, “is probably spill- -

ing names like a fountain.”

In Bonn, the West German gov-
ermnment, uncertain how many of its
own agents were in jeopardy, was
reported to be hastily withdrawing
agents from the Soviet bloc. Both
there and in Washington. officials
said the danger to West German
agents may be greater from several
secretaries revealed as spies than
from Mr. Tiedge.

Stansfield Turner, a former CIA

director, concluded that the scandal
is “not serfously injurious”

can intelligence directly, because ail
inte services the identi-

t lves.

But the “real damage, probably
very serious,” he said, is to the West
German counterespionage system
and, by extension, to NATO.

Another former senior intelli-
gence official took a longer view.
Apart’ from “terrible” damage to the
West German system, he said, the
scandal underscores weaknesses in
Western intelligence revealed by re-
cent cases in France, Britain and the
United States.

The security breakdown also has
implications for efforts to combat

terrorism, he said, noting that West
Germany's counterespionage agency
also must constantly assess the
links between terrorists and foreign
governments.

The latest scandal began to un-
fold last week with the disappear-
ance of Sonja Lueneburg, secretary
for many years to Martin Bange-
mann, economics minister and
chairman of the Free Democratic

It spread with the defection of Mr.
Tiedge. Then other secretaries
to disappear. One in the office of
President Richard von Weiszaecker
was arrested. Now officials say as
many as a dozen women secretaries
in sensitive offices are under investi-
gation. '

Mr. Carver once was a senior
in West
Germany. nst that
e ow the Wes

system was reoi er

arllin toa any compari-
son with the Nazi intelligence net-
work. R

"~ That concern led to the separa-
tion, in effect, of the oversight and
clearance function in counterintelli-
gence from the investigative and ar-
rest function in the Office for the
Protection of the Constitution, Mr.
Tiedge's organization. Mr. Tiedge's
appearance in East Berlin is as if a
chief of counterinteiligence for the
FBI had defected,

The Office for the Protection of
the Constitution is sharply distinct
from the Federal Intelligence Ser-
vice, and there is a sharp rivalry be-
tween the two agencies.

Therefore, Mr. Carver said, Mr.
Tiedge “wouldn’t have had direct ac-

{
LA |
cess to U.S. and NATO information |
— though people do to each }
other. But he was [deally placed to_ |
tell the East Germans which of their ‘

(agents] were suspected, to warn of \
raids, and to selectively approve hos-
tile agents for sensitive jobs.” i

The current scandal and previous |
ones, Mr. Carver said DC p3 of?
a _price West Germany has paid for
“deliberate inefficiency” in its intelli- :

ence services and laws ulrin

automatic repatriation o rmans

dislocated after World War .
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